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AAM Code of Ethics for Museums

“The distinct character of museum ethics derives
from the ownership, care, and use of objects,

specimens, and living collection representing the
world's natural and cultural common wealth. This
stewardship of collections entails the highest public
trust and carries with it the presumption of rightful
ownership, permanence, care, documentation,
accessibility, and responsible disposal.”
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The Nazi-Era Provenance Internet Portal
(NEPIP)

e Major funding for development provided by:
Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS)
Commission for Art Recovery of the World Jewish Congress

The Getty Grant Program
Samuel H. Kress Foundation

The Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against
Germany--Rabbi Israel Miller Fund for Shoah Research,
Documentation and Education

The Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation Inc.
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1. Statement of principles of museum documentation

CIDOC believes that collections without adequate documentation cannot be considered to

be true "musenm” collections. There are two main reasons for this:

they cannot be adequately safeguarded and cared for

their value for reszarch and interpretation is greatly reduced

n CTDOC's view, the following characterise adequate documentation:
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The documentation is in written or computer-based form, and there are
procedures in place to safeguard the documentation against loss or destruction
and maintain its availability into the indefinite future. Computer-based
information is held in a manner which allows it to be readily shared and
re-purposed

There is a clear and unambiguous link between each object and its
documentation. This is normally achizved by marking or labelling the object with
a unique identifier, and including this number in the object's documentation

The documentation contains sufficient infonmation to identify each object in the
case of loss or theft

It is straightforward to physically locate each object from its documentation. This
remains true when objects are moved from their normal location

The documentation includes evidence for the basis on which each object came
into the collection

Active steps are taken to elicit and record non-intrinsic information about the
comtext in which each object was produced, used, collected, ete.

The documentation includes the source of and/or authority for each assertion
about an object's context and history

The documentation includes all research and other published material {such as
exhibition catalogue entries) relating to each object or, failing that, links to such
information. Where possible, published material should quote objects’ unique
identifiers

The documentation includes information about each significant collections
managerment activity (such as conservation) and acts of research or interpretation
involving an object

The documentation includes evidence for the basis on which ohjects have been
removed from the collection, together with the complete documentation of these
objects
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