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media tools

























Subject Access: Description, Identification, or Interpretation?

John Deare, Venus Reclining on a Sea Monster with Cupid and a Putto, English, 1785 -
1787, J. Paul Getty Museum

Description: Nude woman reclining on a goat-headed creature with a winged child 
shooting an arrow at them, while another child holds a torch. 

Identification: Venus, Cupid, sea monster, putto

Interpretation: allegory of Lust - Venus entwines her fingers in the creature's beard 
representing erotic intent, while the monster licks her hand in response. Cupid is poised 
to shoot an arrow at Venus, while in the background a putti adds to the amorous 
imagery by holding a flaming torch, meant to suggest the burning ardor of desire.



Identification – What do you see?

El Greco, El Greco, Christ on the CrossChrist on the Cross, 1600 , 1600 -- 1610, Spain, J. Paul Getty Museum1610, Spain, J. Paul Getty Museum





Creating access points for the non-scholarly audience

Dirk Helmbreker, Studies of a Man Smoking and a Man Drinking (recto), Dutch, about 1650 -
1660, J. Paul Getty Museum

How We Live vs. Genre or Everyday Life
Drinking as a Leisure activity















Gallery Systems - The 
Museum System

Thesaurus Manager
• Art & Architecture 
Thesaurus
• Getty Thesaurus of 
Geographic Names
• local  thesauri







Vocabulary assisted searching 
with local thesauri: 

Searching for subjects in the title Searching for subjects in the title 
fieldfield





Utilizing the hierarchy of local 
thesauri with searching





Indexing with the Art & Architecture Indexing with the Art & Architecture 
ThesaurusThesaurus

Assigning styles and periods to the Museum’s collection

















Utilizing local thesauri to increase access to the Getty Utilizing local thesauri to increase access to the Getty 
Museum’s collection onlineMuseum’s collection online



















Conclusion




